RECEPTION CLASSES HOME LEARNING WRITING SESSIONS 

Week Beginning 13/04/2020

What the Ladybird Heard (sentence level)
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	MONDAY
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	Talk about the story

Talk with your child about the beginning of the story. Can they name all the different characters? Can they tell you where the story is set?

Red Word Race

Draw your child’s attention to the word ‘said’ and show them how to write the word in pre-cursive script. After they have written the word a few times hide it up and set a two minute timer. Now have a ‘word race’ see how many times they can write ‘said’ in two minutes. Remind your child to leave a finger space between each word as they go along. Don’t worry too much about the handwriting at this point, the purpose is to try and fix this ‘red’ word in your child’s head so that they can recall it easily when reading and writing. The main criteria is that the word can be read easily by you and your child. At the end of the two minutes count up how many times they were able to spell the word correctly and legibly.


	TUESDAY

[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]




[image: image4]
	Some general points about helping your child to write:
· Learning to write is tricky as there are so many different skills involved. The number one priority is to encourage your child to see themselves as a writer! That means really building up their confidence to use the sounds that they have been learning in RWI to ‘have a go’ at their writing. Positivity, patience and plenty of praise are key!

· When writing regular decodable ‘green’ words your child can use their ‘spelling fingers’ as a tool to help them. Ask your child how many sounds they can hear in the word they are writing. For a CVC word such as ‘cat’ they would then hold up 3 fingers on their non-writing hand, palm facing them, and then pinch on each finger, left to right, as they say the individual sounds: ‘c-a-t’. They would then sweep their index finger over the tops of their three spelling fingers to blend the sounds together: ‘cat’. (digraphs or ‘special friends’ comprising of 2 letters such as ‘ch’, ‘sh’ etc. count as 1 sound when using spelling fingers.)
· Ideally your child should be beginning to be able to write non decodable irregular ‘red’ words from memory. If they are not yet able to do so write the whole word out for them to copy, as these are not words to be sounded out, but to be recalled on sight. It may be an idea to make a bank of these words for your child to access when writing.
                                       Speech Bubbles

Ask your child to choose one of the animal characters from the story. Ask them to draw the character and a speech bubble in which they can have a go at using their sounds to write down the noise the animal is making. Then ask them to write a sentence about their picture containing the word ‘said’, for example: ‘The cow said moo!’  Ask your child to tell you their sentence before they write and make sure they can read it back to you when they have finished.

	WEDNESDAY
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	Draw and Label a Map with a Trap!
Set your child this challenge:
The robbers are planning to steal the prize cow! Draw and label a map of the farmyard and mark the place where you would make a trap to catch the robbers. Tell your adult about the sort of trap that you would make!

	THURSDAY
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	Wanted Poster

Set your child this challenge:
The police are looking for the robbers, Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len. Can you help them by making a ‘Wanted’ poster? You will need to draw the robbers and write a sentence/s describing what they look like.


	FRIDAY
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	Ladybird Life-Cycle

Help your child to find out about the life- cycle of a ladybird by researching online or in a non-fiction text. Can they draw and label the life-cycle?
They may even be able to find some adult ladybirds or ladybird larvae in the garden or out on a walk!
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