CAMELFORD COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
“Where every person matters”
NEWSLETTER    6th October2017

School website:  www.camelford.cornwall.sch.uk 
School e mail address:  secretary@camelford.cornwall.sch.uk 
School telephone: 01840 212376 
Please note: If you prefer to download a copy of the school newsletter from our website (address above) please just ask your child not to pick up a paper copy every week. Thank-you. 

DIARY DATES:

Oct 6 	Book club - TODAY:  Summerleaze class will be running the book club, please come along and have some tea/coffee and cake and support the class.  All the funds the class make selling refreshments will be used for their class to purchase books
Oct 20	We break up for half term for one week
Oct 30	Return to school for second half term
Nov 1	Height and weight Y6 and YR.  If you do NOT want your child to have a height / weight check, please contact school office with signed form refusing consent.
Nov 8	School Photos.  Further information will be sent out nearer the date.
Dec 5		Nasal Spray Flu vaccination – YR,1,2,3,4.  
Dec 13	School Christmas lunch, booking details to follow.
Dec 20	Break up for Christmas holidays


Dear Parents / Carers,

Parents Evenings
Many thanks to all who attended the first parents evenings of the new school year. There was a very high turn out which is great to see and, most importantly, is beneficial to the children. If you were unable to attend but would still like to meet with your child's class teacher, please contact them in person or via the school office.

Child Safety
Many of you will be aware of the concerns expressed on social media about the safety of children and parents walking home after school. As far as I am aware, the actual actions of those concerned were potentially intimidating rather than any actual danger. Intimidation and related behaviour can still be very distressing and the best course of action is to report this behaviour to police who will deal with each incident as they see fit.

If you have suffered an incident that you feel is worthy of reporting to the police, the advice would be not to post on social media while the matter is being dealt with. If any incident were serious enough to go to court, the outcome can be prejudiced if it has been widely reported on social media.

We are keen to ensure that all our children are safe and feel safe as they travel to and from school and would encourage children and parents to report incidents that they feel have been intimidating or have threatened their safety.

Lateness Issue
Unfortunately we regularly have a significant number of children who are arriving late for school each day. Can we, in the first instance, politely remind parents that school starts at 8.55am and that all children are expected to be in school, ready to learn at that time. Lateness can cause anxiety for the child concerned and means they are missing key aspects of learning at the start of each day which is usually in the form of a reading, writing or maths activity. A child who is just 10 minutes late each day would miss more than a whole week of school in an academic year. Persistent lateness can lead to a referral to the Educational Welfare Officer.

Potential School Expansion
We have been in discussions with Cornwall Council about the possible expansion of our school. The proposal is to build three additional classrooms on the school site which would initially take our Pupil Admission Number (PAN) from 34 to 45 in each year group. County would like the classrooms to be constructed and ready for use by September 2018. WE are only at the very earliest stages of the process and governors approval, public consultation, planning permission and building schedules still have to be agreed. We will keep you informed as to progress with the project.

Head Lice and Nits
We have had reports of an outbreak of head lice amongst some children in school. We would be very grateful if you follow the updated NHS guidance:
Head lice are tiny insects that live in hair. Nits are the empty egg cases attached to hair that head lice hatch from.
Head lice are a common problem, particularly in school children aged 4-11.
They're largely harmless, but can live in the hair for a long time if not treated and can be irritating and frustrating to deal with.
Head lice can be difficult to spot, even when the head is closely inspected.
They're very small whitish or grey-brown insects that range from the size of a pinhead to the size of a sesame seed.
The only way to be sure someone has head lice is to find a live louse by combing their hair with a special fine-toothed comb. This is called detection combing. Less reliable signs of head lice include:
· small white eggs or nits (egg cases) in the hair behind the ears or at back of the neck  
· an itchy scalp 
· a rash on the back of the neck 
· feeling as though something is moving in the hair 
Treatments to get rid of head lice are available to buy from pharmacies, supermarkets and online. You don't usually need to see your GP. The main treatments are:
· lotions or sprays that kill head lice – these can be very effective, but some aren't suitable for pregnant or breastfeeding women, or for children under two 
· removing head lice with a specially designed comb – this is suitable for everyone and relatively inexpensive, but needs to be repeated several times and can take a long time to do thoroughly 
A pharmacist can advise you about the treatments available if you're not sure which is best for you or your child.
Make sure you carefully follow the instructions that come with the treatment you choose.
Much more detailed help and advice is available at:
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx
If head lice are present on any individual all the family should be treated to prevent further outbreaks. The weekend provides a great opportunity for the whole school to be checked and treated if required. We hope we can return on Monday with a school full of head lice free children!
Tootoot ~ Make a noise

Last week all parents/carers should have received a letter informing you about ‘ Tootoot make a noise’.  Tootoot is our online reporting platform that gives students and their parents an easy and simple way to report any concerns to safeguarding issues. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next week all pupils in Key Stage 2 will be given a username and password which allows them to log in on any mobile, tablet or computer and use the ‘Make a noise’ reporting platform to report any incidents directly to school. 
‘Make a noise’ also allows parents, guardians or carers to sign up and report any concerns. You may access thid by simply typing www.makeanoise.info into your search engine, select Camelford Primary School from the menu, in the login box click “Are you a parent/guardian? Sign up.” You then enter your details, click create an account and wait to be authorised by the school.
Please do take the time to have a look and if you require any more information please feel free to pop in to the office to have a chat to Barbara Capehorn our Safeguarding Lead.

Finally, Friends of Camelford School have started a new project!  Following a recent flyer from the FCPS, we now have shelves in the foyer that clesses, parents or staff can rent.  All traders will need to place a clearly labelled honesty box with their goods.  We already have one shelf being used, please see Miss Ackroyd for full details.  

Yours sincerely,




Lee Bacchus
Headteacher
