CAMELFORD COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
“Where every person matters”
NEWSLETTER – 8th September 2017

School website:  www.camelford.cornwall.sch.uk 
School e mail address:  secretary@camelford.cornwall.sch.uk 
School telephone: 01840 212376 
Please note: If you prefer to download a copy of the school newsletter from our website (address above) please just ask your child not to pick up a paper copy every week. Thank-you. 

DIARY DATES:

Sept 27	Y1 Hearing test.  If you do NOT want your child to have a hearing test, please contact school office.
Nov 8	School Photos.  Further information will be sent out nearer the date.
Dec 5		Nasal Spray Flu vaccination – YR,1,2,3,4.  Consent forms will be sent home next week.

Dear Parents / Carers,

Welcome Back

Welcome back to the start of an exciting new school year at Camelford. With a new class structure and new management structure we are looking forward to a year of hard work, new ventures and exciting opportunities. 
We are looking to continue to develop our links and communication with parents. To this end, please talk to members of staff about any concerns and positive news that you may have. We are considering, following a great idea from a parent, the set up of a parental communication group. This would involve one parent in each class acting as a link between parents and school in cases where parents did not have the time, opportunity or maybe confidence to speak to the school directly. If this role would interest you and you feel you would be a suitable person with available time for this post, please let me know!

Anne Howard

We are delighted to welcome Anne Howard to Camelford as our Deputy Headteacher. Anne has significant experience in a variety of primary schools and her knowledge and insight will be very valuable in supporting the school’s move forward.

Social Media

We have been informed of one or two instances of parents commenting on the school on social media. We are, of course, in no position to suggest that this should not happen. What we would ask is that if there is a concern about an issue in school, parents approach school in the first instance before taking to social media platforms.
Unfortunately, in some cases, negative remarks have been made about individual members of staff. This is not something we find acceptable. Again, we would ask that such issues are brought into school before personal comments are made. Staff members do have feelings and, under the staff code of conduct, have no means to respond to accusations or personal remarks.
We are hoping to develop a very positive relationship with parents where concerns can be addressed before they need to be taken to social media platforms. This will be a more useful way of resolving any issues, promoting all the positive aspects of school life and end up being more beneficial to our children.


Term Dates

[bookmark: _GoBack]We have sent home a copy of Cornwall’s school term dates for this academic year. We will send a further copy on Monday with a sheet of ‘Termly Information’.   In addition, Camelford will be taking training days on Friday 8th June, Monday 23rd July and Tuesday 24th July.

School Meals

The cost of a meal for children in Key Stage 2 remains at £2.20  As we are no longer a part of the Cornwall County School Meals contract, payment terms are slightly different. It is essential that all meals are paid for in advance and we are happy to accept payment on a daily, weekly or even termly basis.
For children in Reception, Years 1 and 2 there are slightly different arrangements. All of these children are entitled to a free school meal every day without having to apply for them.
However, it is important that all Key Stage 1 pupils who meet the criteria to claim Free School Meals (regardless of Universal Infant Free School Meals) apply to us in order for schools to receive the Pupil Premium funding.  Parents/carers can check their entitlement via the website (www.cornwall.gov.uk/schoolmeals). This could mean extra funding for school which will directly affect your child. If you require further information, please contact the school office.


School Uniform

We strongly recommend that each child in school wears appropriate school uniform each day. Details of our uniform are circulated termly on our ‘Termly Information’ sheet’ and will be sent out on Monday.
Details of suitable PE kit can also be found here. Children will need a suitable change of clothing and footwear on the days they have PE. We would suggest that children bring in their kit on a Monday and take it home on a Friday. This would allow staff to take advantage of any good weather during the week to take the children outside for activities.
Home School Agreements

Children will soon be bringing home home-school agreements for homework and for appropriate use of ICT. We would be very grateful if you could talk through the agreements with your children and sign and return appropriate slips back to school.

And Finally

We are always open to ideas and suggestions to ensure our school continues to improve. We may not, for a whole variety of reasons, be able to implement all that is suggested but will listen to ideas that improve our children’s experiences, learning and links with parents.

Yours sincerely,





Lee Bacchus
Headteacher






