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Curriculum Intent:
At Camelford Primary, our intent is to secure the highest possible quality of history education for all. Our curriculum holds both substantive and disciplinary knowledge in high regard equally throughout the history curriculum which plays a vital part in securing scope, coherence, rigour and sequencing. We strive for our history curriculum to be carefully planned to ensure it plays a central role in improving reading, oracy and vocabulary acquisition and understanding. The range of reading pupils do in lessons is purposefully extensive. Pupils’ extended speaking and writing is likewise transformed by the richly diverse vocabulary and the secure, fascinating stories that have underpinned that vocabulary acquisition.
Our History Curriculum is:
- Ambitiously broad in scope and representation (meeting and exceeding the NC requirements). 
- Meticulous in rigour (responsive to updates and thinking) - in KS2 texts are scrupulously worded to ensure claims are worded carefully. 
- Highly coherent (In kS2 - OW intricate links have been built within and across humanities subjects so that nothing sits in isolation but rather is supported and enriched both horizontally and vertically). 
- Very carefully sequenced so that pupils’ ability to understand new content, arrive with curiosity about a difficult new topic, instantly recognise a wide range of technical vocabulary, build a comparison and reach a critical judgement is systematically planned,
Substantive knowledge:
This is the substance that pupils learn in each subject – the building blocks of factual content expressed through accounts (stories, descriptions, representations, reports, statistics, source material, commentaries, explanations and analyses) and the vocabulary (concepts, terms, technical language) that enable pupils to move about within their own knowledge, to read and to communicate. Thus pupils gain the internal reference points that allow them to recognise the patterns, notice the contrasts, ask the questions and discuss the options that the disciplinary content will demand.
Disciplinary knowledge:
Pupils learn about how knowledge is constantly renewed in the subject’s ongoing development, outside of school, by its practitioners (historians, geographers, philosophers, theologians, artists). It teaches pupils that the sum of our knowledge is not fixed, that it is constantly being tested and renewed, that there are standards of truth for such renewal. This constant quest for better and better understandings of our world inspires both awe and humility in all of us. The disciplinary aspect of the subject directly fosters the critical and creative aspects of learning.  Thinking: What does being a historian look and feel like?
In studying history as a discipline (disciplinary knowledge and skills), pupils will: 
• use the concepts of continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, in order to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses; 
• practise the methods of historical enquiry, understand how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.

Implementation
Long term planning in EYFS and KS1 is informed by the national curriculum and beyond. In KS2 our chosen curriculum scheme of work is created by Opening Worlds (OW) a meticulously planned, humanities curriculum which fulfils and exceeds the NC requirements for history. Long and Medium term planning, and implementation is carefully monitored by SLT and MLT. In addition to this, subject leads work with phase teams to develop clear, relevant and concise substantive and disciplinary learning journeys. To find out more about what Opening Worlds is and the rationale behind its curriculum, visit https://openingworlds.uk.   

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ guidance which aims for all children in Foundation Stage to have an ‘Understanding of the World; people and communities, the world and technology’ by the end of the academic year. The EYFS team work alongside SLT and LT to consistently develop pupils’ intrigue and interest in the world around them and enable them to gain a sense of time and sense of place in the immediate and wider world.
By the end of year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British history from the Stone Age to the present day. They are able to draw comparisons and make connections between different time periods and their own lives. Interlinked with this are in-depth studies of world history. The curriculum provides opportunities for revisiting skills and knowledge allowing pupils the opportunity to make links between time periods and actions. Revise and revisit strategies are utilised across the school to build rigour and confidence in knowledge and skills.
Lessons incorporate recap and revisit elements so pupils are given opportunities to draw upon and use previously learnt vocabulary and knowledge. Each block of work culminates in a Synoptic Task which asks the pupils a key question to answer using what they have learnt over the 6 week block. These Tasks enable pupils to apply their disciplinary and substantive knowledge gained within and across units.
For the scope, coherence, rigour and sequencing to achieve its full benefit for pupils, the substantive content must be taught with ‘high-leverage’ activities, so that pupils think hard about the substance itself, so that they assimilate and retain material efficiently and so that they gain confidence from their fluency in foundational concepts, terms and reference points. This is done through the use of the 10 principles. The ten principles of OW curriculum are embedded into History teaching making it engaging, rigorous, detailed and accessible for all. For details on the 10 principles see https://openingworlds.uk/training-session-3/  
Vocabulary is a key driver in the curriculum implementation. Pupils will become extremely secure, with the range of vocabulary that pupils recognise growing all the time and creating resonance as pupils’ encounter it again and again, both consolidating that vocabulary and freeing up memory space for pupils to make sense of new material. Knowledge is highly ‘sticky’. The cumulative effect of being secure in rich stories, a detailed ‘sense of place’ and a profound ‘sense of period’ is that pupils’ curiosity is on fire. Their hunger for yet more knowledge, as relationships, connections and relationships multiply, soon grows very naturally.
Impact
Through monitoring and review, including pupils voice, book reviews, learning walks, phase meetings and subject conversations, leaders are able to ensure that history is taught at the appropriate target level for the pupils and that all pupils can achieve no matter their ability or circumstance. There is a ‘buzz’ about History across the school and it is celebrated and shared in many different ways be it on the walls, through displays, via the website and dicussions. Pupil voice shows that pupils are confident and excited about history. They are able to talk animatedly about what they have learnt in history using subject specific vocabulary, knowledge and skills. In addition to this, pupil voice demonstrates that pupils enjoy history and are able to recall their learning over time – making links where appropriate. 
Through the monitoring of books across phases and across the school in both phase groups and subject leader sessions, SLT and subject leads ensure long and medium-term plans are followed by teaching teams and the learning builds well. The pupils substantive knowledge is testament to the high quality learning journey pupils go on to achieve their knowledge, skills and understanding of the past.

Pathway
The history pathway below shows clearly what the pupils will be learning as they progress on their journey at Camelford Primary School.
At Camelford Primary School Children in KS1 work on a 2-year rolling programme – Year A starting Sept 2020.
In KS2 pupils work on a 1year programme.
Sept 2023 sees the start of the implementation of OW History curriculum. Years 3-6 are all starting from the Year 3 blocks of learning. This carefully planned transition period ensures all pupils have the foundations needed to ensure success in future learning. See Gap analysis document for further implementation details.
The table below includes the subject coverage which details when in the year the specific topics/areas are taught. These areas have been identified by the school and wider academy team from the National Curriculum and Opening Worlds.

	
	Autumn 
	Spring
	Summer

	

	Autumn 1 (6 weeks)
 
	Autumn 2 (7wks)

	Spring 1 (6 wks)
	Spring 2 (6 wks)

	Summer 1 
(6 wks)
	Summer 2 
(6 wks)

	Nursery:
	Become familiar with concepts of history (time, here, now, past) through stories and special days. Vocabulary and concepts related to past and now including: people in their families, study of old and new toys, talk about experiences children have had in the past.  Children study pictures, stories and artefacts including old toys, sharing of stories and images from the past, organise events in basic chronology within their lifetime.

	Reception

 
	Autumn 1
Superhero me!
What is my superpower?
Who is in my family?
Simple time lines – Grandparent, parent, child.
What was it like for our parents / grandparents when they were younger?

	Autumn 2
Lights Up!
Why are lights so important in celebrations?
Guy Fawkes – who was he? Why is he famous? 
Remembrance Day – Why do we remember? 

I know that before we had electricity, people used candles to light their homes.
Look at and talk about old photographs or pictures showing light by candles.

Remembrance 
	Spring 1
Keeping Healthy
How do I keep my body healthy?
What games did our parents and grandparents play when they were at school?

Significant people – story of Florence Nightingale – compare with nurse today.

	Spring 2
BUILDING BRIDGES
Which materials make the strongest bridge?
What would you do if someone did something you didn’t like? (Building bridges)

Looking at pictures from Camelford past and present – road bridge.
The Tower Bridge Cat – 1952 the day a bus jumped tower bridge.

	Summer 1  
 Green Fingers
How can we care for our garden?


	Summer 2
A Cornish Treasure Hunt
Where is Cornwall’s hidden treasure?
I can tell you some reasons why peoples’ lives were different in the past
I can tell you that in Cornwall miners went underground to mine for tin
Visit from Geevor Tin Mine.
I can tell you why miners ate pasties.
Make a pasty.

	Years 1/2    A
Sept 2024-25
	
	Great Explorers: Sir Francis Drake & Robert Falcon Scott

Which of Plymouth’s explorers was most significant?

	
	Brilliant Brunel

Why do we remember Isambard Kingdom Brunel?

Sig. Person: Brunel

	
	Local area study: Camelford

How has Camelford changed over time?

+Y2 ONLY: OW 2 week transition block: How do we know about the stone age?

	Years 1/2    B

Sept 2023-24
	
	Great Fire of London (GFOL)

What were the causes and consequences of the GFOL?

Sig Person: Samuel Pepys

	
	Florence Nightingale

In what ways did Florence Nightingale influence nursing today?

Sig people: FN
	
	Flight Firsts

How have flights changed the world?

+Y2 ONLY: OW 2 week transition block: How do we know about the stone age?

	Year 3
2023-onwards
	Ancient Egypt

Disciplinary focus: change/continuity 

Big Task:
How much did Ancient Egypt change over time?
	Cradles of Civilisation

Disciplinary focus: similarity and difference

Big Task:
In what ways were Egypt and Sumer the same and different?

	Indus Valley Civilisation

Disciplinary focus: evidential thinking

Big Task:
How do we know about Indus Valley Civilisation?
	Persia & Greece

Disciplinary focus: similarity and difference

Big Task:
What did the Great city-states have in common?
	Ancient Greece

Disciplinary focus: evidential thinking

Big Task:
How can historians learn about the ancient Greeks’ love of stories?

	Alexander the Great

Disciplinary focus: causation

Big Task:
How did Alexandar conquer so much land?


	Year 4    
2024-onwards

	The Roman Republic

Disciplinary focus: similarity and difference

Big Task:
How much power did the senate have in the Roman Republic?

	The Roman Empire

Disciplinary focus: evidential thinking 

Big Task:
What can sources reveal about Roman ways of life?



	Roman Britain

Disciplinary focus: evidential thinking

Big Task:
 What kinds of knowledge about Roman Britain have historians been able to build from the sources?
	Christianity in 3 Empires (300-600bc)

Disciplinary focus: similarity/difference 

Big Task:
What made each early Christian state special?
	Islamic Civilisations (1) Arabia and early Islam

Disciplinary focus: change and continuity

Big Task:
What kind of change did Muhammad bring about in Arabia?
	Islamic Civilisations (2) The Rise of Islam

Disciplinary focus: similarity and difference

Big Task:
How did worlds come together in Cordoba?

	Year 5

	Islamic Civilisations (3)

Disciplinary focus: causation 

Big Task:
Why were there so many restless minds in Cordoba and in Baghdad?
	Anglo-Saxon Britain

Disciplinary focus: evidence 

Big Task:
How have historians learned about Anglo-Saxon Britain?
	Vikings in Britain (1) Lady of Mercians

Disciplinary focus: change/continuity

Big Task:
 How did the Vikings change England?
	Norse Culture

Disciplinary focus: similarities 

Big Task:
What connections* and similarities did the Norse peoples have with other peoples?
*(both direct interactions with people, eg. trading and exploring, and similarities with other cultures, e.g. sagas and ancient epics)
	Vikings in Britain (2) Changing Rulers, Changing Worlds

Disciplinary focus:
change/continuity 

Big Task:
How did Angles, Saxons and Vikings shape England and Scotland?
	Local History Study- School planned Unit

Enquiry question developed by school to suit school-planned local study

	Year 6

	The Maya

Disciplinary focus: evidential thinking

Big Task:
How do historians know about the Maya?
	Life in two kingdoms in the African continent

(Benin and an East African Kingdom) TBC
	A theme through time (Part 1)

TBC
	A theme through time (Part 2)

TBC
	Britain in the era of the Second World war

Disciplinary focus: causation 
	Local History study – school planned unit

TBC


Note: The above Long Term Planning will be in full effect from Sept 2026-2027 for KS2. Please see Gap analysis and transition document for year on year implementation. 
SEND and Scaffolding
Our curriculum is designed to make history learning achievable by all.  Through carefully planned and structured learning opportunities we  aim to support all children reach ambitious goals in their History learning. In addition to the rigorous whole-class teaching, we consider a range of scaffolding processes that can help guide them forward.  We do this by pre-empting the difficulties children will encounter and breaking down the task into small steps.  We provide resources to support children make those steps and achieve, some examples of the scaffolding resources in place are:  Vocabulary lists, sentence starters, pictures, 1:1, group led, photographs, diagrams, rhymes or songs.  
Assessment and Monitoring:
Opportunities for revisiting and recalling previous learning are built into each lesson through pacey quizzes, recall and application activities.
Throughout each lesson, pupils are given opportunities to showcase and apply their knowledge and skills through precise questioning and modelling. Teachers rigorously respond and embed learning using formative and summative assessments to feed further and deeper understanding and skills.
At the end of each block of learning, pupils complete a synoptic task which helps them showcase their learning and answer the overall question. Then, at the end of each half term of learning, pupils complete a Big Task where they are given the opportunity to apply all that they have learnt to answer subject specific questions. The Big Task is done 1 week ‘at a distance’ after completing the block.

	National Curriculum History Statement 2014

	Purpose of Study P188

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.  


	Aims P188

The National Curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:   
· know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world   
· know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind   
· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’   
· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses   
· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed History – key stages 1 and 2    
· gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.  


	Assessment P188

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.  


Camelford Primary School Skills Progression


Created Feb 2020. Implemented from Sept 2020.


	National Curriculum 2014 Key Stage 1 History

	Subject Content:

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.   
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3.  


	National Curriculum 2014 (p188 onwards)  
Key Stage 1  


	Statutory Learning Intentions - pupils should be taught about:
	CPS chosen areas of study Sept 2023 onwards:

	· Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life   
· Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally   
· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods  
· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  

	· People: Brunel
· Place: Local History Study of Camelford
· Events: Great Fire of London – Samuel Pepys
· People: Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell
· People and Events: Christopher Columbus
· Events: First Flights
· Stone Age




	National Curriculum 2014 Key Stage 2 History

	Subject Content:
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.   
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.  

	National Curriculum 2014 (p188 onwards)  
Key Stage 2 

	Statutory Learning Intentions - pupils should be taught about:
	CPS chosen areas of study through Opening Worlds (OW) Curriculum:

	· Changes in Britain from Stone Age to Iron age 

· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
· Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-Saxons and Scots 


· Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

· A local history study 
· A study of an aspect or theme in British History that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

· The achievements of the earliest civilisations – an overview of where and when the first civilisations appeared a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; the Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 


· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 

· A non-European society that provides contracts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilisation, including a study of Baghdad c.AD900; Mayan civilisations c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 
	Year 2 transition 
Stone age

Year 3

Ancient Egypt 
 
Cradles of Civilisation 
 
Indus Valley Civilisation 
 
Persia & Greece 
 
Ancient Greece 
 
Alexander the Great 


	Year 4

The Roman Republic 
 
The Roman Empire 
 
Roman Britain 
 
Christianity in 3 Empires (300-600CE) 
 
Islamic civilisations (1) Arabia and early Islam 
 
Islamic civilisation (2) The Rise of Islam 


	Year 5

Islamic Civilisations (3) 
 
Anglo-Saxon Britain 
 
Vikings in Britain (1) 
 
Lady of the Mercians 
 
Norse culture 
 
Vikings in Britain (2) 
 
Changing Rulers, Changing Worlds 
 
Local history study- school planned unit 


	Year 6 
 
The Maya 
 
Life in two kingdoms in the African continent 
 
A theme through time-Part 1 
 
A theme through time-Part 2 
 
Britain in the era of the Second World War 
 
Local history study-school planned unit 



	
	**OW program of learning is being rolled out in Years 3,4,5 and 6 from Sept 2023.
All Year groups are starting from the Year 3 allocated blocks of learning. A thorough gap analysis has been conducted to ensure all pupils cover the NC objectives in history (and beyond) by the end of year 6. 









